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SUBJECT:AMBASSADORIAL BOARD/INDIAN MATTER/BIG FOUR 

1 . GOVERNOR ASKEW TODAY GAVE THE PRESIDENT A FULL REPORT 
ON THE PROCEDURES BEING FOLLOWED BY THE ADVISORY BOARD ON 
AMBASSADORIAL APPOINTMENTS, AND THE PRESIDENT WAS IMPRESSED 
WITH THE THOROUGHNESS OF THE PROCESS. ASKEW INDICATED THAT 
THE BOARD IS PREPARED TO PRESENT ITS RECOMMENDATIONS ON 

SIX AMBASSADORIAL POSTS, AND HE GAVE THE PRESIDENT A 
PARTIAL PREVIEW. THE PRESIDENT SAID THAT HE WOULD PREFER 
TO DEFER CONSIDERING ANY SPECIFIC RECOMMENDATIONS UNTIL 
YOUR RETURN NEXT WEEK. ASKEW CONCURRED AND SAID HE HOPED 
THE BOARD WOULD HAVE RECOMMENDATIONS ON TWELVE ADDITIONAL 
COUNTRIES AFTER ITS MEETING ON FEBRUARY 26-27. THE 
PRESIDENT DESCRIBED THE EORM IN WHICH HE WANTED TO RECEIVE 
WRITTEN RECOMMENDATIONS, AND SAID THAT A WORKING SESSION 
WOULD BE SCHEDULED WITH YOU AND ASKEW AFTER HE HAD A 
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CHANCE TO REVIEW THE WRITTEN RECOMMENDATIONS. 

2. OUR CHARGE IN NEW DELHI HAS NOT GIVEN US HIS INTERPRE- 
TATION OF WHAT THE INDIANS MAY BE HOPING FOR, AS OUR RE- 
ACTION TO THE SENSITIVE MATTER THERE. THE OPTIONS AS TO 
OUR POSSIBLE RESPONSE ARE RATHER BROAD, AND WE WILL WANT 
TO CONSIDER THEM CAREFULLY. THE INDIANS HAVE NOT ASKED 
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FOR ANY IMMEDIATE RESPONSE EROM US, AND I THINK THIS 
MATTER CAN SAFELY AWAIT YOUR RETURN. 

3. ART HARTMAN MET TODAY WITH REG HIBBERT, POLITICAL 
DIRECTOR OE THE ECO. HIBBERT BROUGHT ART THE MESSAGE THAT 
HE AND THE ERENCH AND GERMAN POLITICAL DIRECTORS HAD AGREED 
THEY WOULD LIKE TO CONTINUE THE PROCEDURE OE PERIODIC UN- 
PUBLICIZED MEETINGS WITH US TO DISCUSS SENSITIVE POLITICAL 
SUBJECTS. ART EXPLAINED THAT IN TERMS OE SUMMIT PREPARA- 
TIONS, HENRY OWEN IS IN CHARGE EOR US AND HIBBERT WOULD 
MEET HIM AT LUNCH TOMORROW. HIBBERT EMPHASIZED THAT, RE- 
GARDLESS OF SUMMIT PREPARATIONS, THE EOUR SHOULD CONTINUE 
TO MEET AT THIS LEVEL. ART AGREES, AND HE IS WORKING OUT 
WITH OWEN AN ARRANGEMENT BY WHICH THIS GROUP CAN CONTRI- 
BUTE TO SUMMIT PREPARATIONS. HE IS ALSO WORKING OUT 
ARRANGEMENTS TO ENSURE THAT THE GROUP CONTINUES ITS MEET- 
INGS BEYOND THE SUMMIT. IN ANY CASE, IT WILL BE NECESSARY 
EOR SUCH A GROUP TO PREPARE FOR THE TRADITIONAL GATHERING 
OE THE EOUR EOREIGN MINISTERS ON THE EVE OE THE NATO MINI- 
STERIALS TO DISCUSS BERLIN AND RELATED MATTERS. THE NEXT 
MEETING OE THE POLITICAL DIRECTORS GROUP IS TENTATIVELY 
PLANNED EOR MARCH 21 IN LONDON. 

HARTMAN 
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